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Private Schools: Aiming for Excellence

The Chicago area is
home to many outstand-
ing private schools, but
because there are no
standard figures by which
to compare them, we
chose not to rate the

25 best. Rather, we
interviewed education
experts inthe area to
compile a list of schools
that are highly recom-
mended and then sought
additional data for the
chart (page 146) from
the schools themselves.

» Alphonsus Academy and
Center for the Arts 14393 W,
Wellington Ave., Chicago;
773-348-4629, www.alphonsus
academy.org

In addition to offering enrichment
classes such as dance and visual
art, Alphonsus integrates art into
every part of its core curriculum.

»» The Ancona School 4770
5. Dorchester Ave., Chicago;
773-924-2356, www.ancona
school.org
Founded as a racially integrated
school in the 1960s, Anconp uses
the Montessori method, whi
promotes hands-on, self-di
|garning, for younger grad
older children learn in small if-
structional groups.

»» Baker Demonstration
201 Sheridan Rd., Wilmette; 847-
905-2240, www.baker.nl.edu
The school recently added a new
media center and other ameni-
ties. Faculty members help train
future teachers through the
school's affiliation with National-
Louis University.

»»Chicago City Day School
541 W. Hawthorne Place,
Chicago; 773-327-0900,
www.chicagocitydayschoolorg
Rather than spend the day with
one teacher who covers all sub-
jects, even prekindergartners
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|2arn from a variety of teachers
specializing in specific subjects.
»» Chicago Jesuit Academy

212 5, Francisco Ave.,

Chicago,; 773-638-6103,
www.clacademy.org

The school day doesn'tend at 3
p.m. for students at this full-schol-
arship all-boys' school. They stick
around till six, participating in
extracurricular activities and at-
tending an evening study hall.
» Council Dak Mon
gol 11030 S, Lony
Dr., Chicagar 7737 /9-7606,
www.counciloakmontessori.org
Following the Montessori
method, this Morgan Park schoaol
teaches In three multiage groups
hased on the theory that children
go through three stages of social
and intellectual development.

»s Frances Xavier Warde
Schools Old 5t. Patrick’s
Campus, 120 5. Desplaines

Ave,, Chicapo; Holy Name
Cathedral Campus, 751 N. State

SEE CHART ON PAGE 1

St., Chicago; 312-466-0700,
www.froworg

This downtows school gives

scholarships fo 30 percent of stu-

dents in order to maintain a di-
verse enrgliment.

s+» Francis W. Parker School
330 W Webster Ave., Chicago;
773-853-3000, www.fwparker.corg

Parker is the only independent

‘school in the city that has pre-

kindergarten through 12th grade
inone building, creating opportu-
nities for mentoring programs.
»»The Hyde Park Day Schools
1375 E. 60th St., Chicago;
877-477-5665; 1980 Oid Willow
Rd., Northfield; 847-445-7075,
www.hpds.uchicago.edu
Designed for children with learn-
ing disabilities, the school aims to
return its students to mainstream
schaols, a transition one-third
make within twao years.

»» Immaculate Conception
School 1431 M. North Park
Ave., (continued on page 146,
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AVERAGE CLASS SIZE ST:GHE;I

Private Schools Grade 1 Grade 6 Enroliment

Alphonsus Academy and Center for the Arts Catholic Chicago pre-K -8 18 11 222 12.0/1
The Ancona School nong Chicagn pre-K -8 25 16 260 a0/1
Baker Demanstration School none | Wilmetts pre-k— 8 it 15* 350 8.0/1
Chicago City Day School mone ! Chicago pre-k -8 I6 20 275 B.0/1
Chicago Jesuit Academy Catholic Chicago 5-6 - 10 40 5771
Councll Oak Montessori School mone Chicago pre-K -8 18* o 80 10,041
Frances Xavier Warde Schools Catholic Chicago pro-K— 8 20 24 720 15.0/1
Francis Y. Parker School none Chicago pre-f - 12 18 1618 s0 | 9041
The Hyde Park Day Schools nane Chirago/Morthfield 1-8 10 10 g5 oF 07
Immaculate Conception School Catholic Checags (Morth Park Auve.) pre-K -4 20% 20* 210 l 10,01
Lake Farest Country Day School none Lake Forest pre-k =8 14 15 430 90/1
The: Latin Scheal of Chicago none Chicago preck <12 21 19 663 8.0/
borgan Park Academy | none Chicagn pre-k-12 16-18 18 240 12.0/1
Morth Park Elementary School none | Chicaga K-8 20 20 180 15.0/1
Morth Shore Country Day Scheol none Winnetha pre-K =12 i 18 286 9.0/1
PLALD. Academy none Chicagn K-8 I2* 20 50 15.0/1
Providence-St, Mel Sehoal none Chicagn K -12 16 18 365 17.0/1
Queen of the Rosary School Catholic Elle Grove Village pre- - & 15 0% 315 21.0/1
Sacred Heart School Catholic Winnetha pre-k-8 18| 22 37 15.0/1
Sacred Heart Schools at Sheridan Road Catholie Chicago K-8 18-20% 18-20 650 w85/
5t. Helen School Catholic Chicago pre-K -8 25 25 275 23041
St. Therase Chiness Catholic School Catholic Chicago pre-H -3 2 2 216 15.0/1
St. Zachary Catholic School Catholic { [esPlaines presi =8 12 16 155 16.0/1
Solomon Schechter Day School Jewish Skokie/Morthbrook K=5/K-8 15 15 980 10,041
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools none Chicage preei =12 22 17 1,250 10.0/1

*These classrooms hava mara than one instructor, often a teacher and an assistant,




